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Aug 14, 2006 - Ron Johnson
Hurt Family Memories
Have you ever thought that you would liked to have personally known your great-grandparents? Did
you ever wonder what your grandparents or even your parents did with their spare time? Do you know
how, when and where your mother and father first met? Can you name all of your cousins, aunts and
uncles, who they married and the names of all their children? Who in the family had (or has) a
reputation for being a character or for being the most serious?
Interesting questions but, unfortunately, for most of us some of those questions can never be answered.
Many of our parents, grandparents and great-grandparents did not leave written words for us to
treasure. All we now know is what has been passed down orally in bits and pieces from generation to
generation. I am, therefore, of the opinion that we should make a concerted effort to begin recording
our own memories for our future generations in order for them to have a true understanding of who we
are (or were). We must give something of ourselves to them other than simply names and dates. After
all, we today are the only link between our grandparents and our grandchildren. Rarely, if ever, will
those two generations ever meet in life.
I would like to propose a Hurt Family project that, for it to succeed, will require everyone’s dedicated
participation. Each and everyone of us has memories of our families whether they be good, bad,

comical, serious, happy or sad. If these memories were written in a story or essay form (however you
choose to describe it), collected and combined in a book not only for us but for our children and their
children, ad infinitum, such a collection of memories would be priceless!
There are no limitations as to the content of your submittal other than the subject matter must concern a
member of the Hurt family, even if that person is you. Your surname might not be Hurt but if you are
descended from a Hurt you ‘qualify’. If you are the spouse of a Hurt descendant and would like to
share a memory of any of your Hurt In-Laws please do so. Ask your children and, if you have them,
your grandchildren to participate. Many of them may be too young for true memories but they surely
have impressions of their relatives. I would ask that anyone, regardless of age, submit a memory (or
impression).
The submission can be a short paragraph or many pages in length. I would urge you to not limit
yourself to only one event but rather to describe several memories. While it is true that you are writing
partly for the benefit of your contemporaries it is more important to realize that you are sharing events
and memories from your life with your descendants, many of whom you will never know. You are free
to write on any subject you like as long as it relates to the Hurt family. Write about yourself, your
children, grandchildren, parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins.
If a sufficient number of submittals are received I will assume the responsibilty of having them put into
book form, probably soft cover and spiral bound. There will be absolutely no editing of anyone’s
submittal. Whatever and however you write will be exactly the way it will appear in final form. I will
suggest that the final product be sold for a minimal price and all proceeds be donated to the Hurt
Reunion fund.
I would appreciate submissions be made to me at ronjohnson@frontier.net or, if by U. S. Mail, to 1179
CR 307, Durango, CO 81303. If you cannot type the submittal please send a handwritten one and I will
be happy to type it. The goal is to have the book available at the 2007 family reunion so that should
allow sufficient time for everyone to contribute to the project.
Ron Johnson

Oct 27, 2004 - Ron Johnson
HURT reunion in New Mexico
Hurt Family Reunion News Letter
2004
Our annual family reunion was held this year on August 27,28,29 2004, in our favorite park at Kelly
and Lester Foster’s home in Aztec, NM.
Kim and John West arrived early and set up camp, with Jim and Nancy Hurt following soon after. They
all pitched in and helped finish up the last minute chores, hanging the decorations and setting the tables
and chairs. This year’s theme was Country Hoe down. There were bales of hay and chickens (some
stuffed ones) along with crows lurking over the cookshack. Pigtails and bib overalls were abundant. As
usual, supper was served Friday evening. We had a delicious pot of homemade vegetable soup, along
with dessert.
Saturday guests started arriving early. Don & Ilsa Hurt and some of the younger generation helped set
up the horseshoe area. A large raft was rented for fun on the river. Everyone got to ride, and had a ball.
It was hot, so the cool water was welcome. There was not a lot of water in river, but enough to take you

down to the park on the other side of Aztec. Some had to get out and push a few times, off of the rocks,
but all had a ball. A big lunch was served. The main dish was BBQ pork, along with lots of salads,
vegetables and of course all those yummy desserts. We always have so much food it is hard to sample
all.
There were games for the little ones. They had sack races, which Jessica Dow and Kylie Miller had a
ball, and tied the race. They all jumped on the trampoline, young and old alike. Lucky there was no
broken bones or injuries.
Brenda Trujillo put together a treasure hunt in honor of Blanche Heldt who passed away in 2003 just
before Christmas. It was quite exciting, and everyone was able to participate, the young and old alike.
The young did the running. It was over too fast tho, some of us barely figured out what we were doing
when the winners declared their victory. Thanks Brenda.
Approximately 55 people attended the reunion this year, 18 of them guests.
Saturday evening brought out all the hams in the family. Several groups put on skits and we all voted.
Kylie and Jessica were cute, as were Kelly and Kim, who as usual were hilarious with their skit.
Johnny West and his group won the best of all, even tho they lost their pants in the process. Their skit
was named the Amazing Piano Player.We all got a good laugh out of it all, and it was a fun night.
Sunday morning the usual breakfast was prepared for all of the early birds, biscuits and gravy, and
fresh hen eggs. Bingo was next on the agenda, Shorty Foster called for us. The fun always begins when
the prizes are all gone and the dirty bingo starts, stealing from others. Gets pretty crazy for awhile, but
great fun.
During the course of the reunion we again had the 50-50 raffle. This seems to be a real popular event.
Tickets are sold, and then drawn out of the jar after the money is counted. It is then divided between the
reunion fund and holder of the winning ticket.
1st Split………….Ken Lake…………$42.50
2nd Split…………Brenda Trujillo….$60.00
3rd Split…………Jim Hurt…………$66.00
4th Split …………Nancy Hurt………$45.00
Other items were brought by everyone for the raffle. Gifts are lined up on tables on the stage (flatbed
trailer) and every hour we have several drawings until all of the gifts are gone.
Gifts were awarded, along with certificates to
Youngest decendant: Loree LeeAnn Foster She is the new (June 23,2004) daughter of Shorty and
Aprell Foster.
Oldest decendant: Don Hurt ( He won’t tell me his age)
Largest family attending Judy Lake
Family member travelling the furthest was Rose Hurt, coming from Texas.
The fishing contest was won by :
Jerry Rudd Biggest fish Guest
John West Next biggest fish
Brad Griswold 3rd biggest fish Guest
Horseshoe winners:
Teri Hurt and Ilsa Hurt

Fidel Trujillo and Ronnie Johnson
Total monies raised this year from the auction, and raffle, and sale of cook books was $574.65
We requested recipes from everyone for the cook book that was prepared by Sharon Prosser in Portage
Indiana. She solicited the recipes, typed them and put them all together into a beautiful book. She
contributed them to the reunion for us. We are greatly appreciative of all her hard work and gift. The
book has room for more recipes, so we would like to request all to send more through out the next year
to Sheri to add to it. If you have bought a book, we will send you the new pages free of charge. Those
of you that still want a book can still buy one just give Sheri a call, or email, 219-763-4749 or
moonmom@comcast.net .

May 2, 2003 - Chris Hurt
Hurt News from West Lafayette
Msg From Jon Wallace:
I seem to recall that one of your boys was planning to create a website for your family. Did that ever
happen? I'd think you'd have lots of interesting stuff to share with 4 boys going to school and running
business and such. Anyway, just checking in to see if you are still alive and well.
By the way, my impression was that the Hurt Reunion was going to be held at Charlotte and Tom's
house this September. Did you and Becky pick up on that at the last reuion? I will send an email to
Charlotte to followup and make sure I didn't get it wrong -- but I'm not sure whether her home email is
checked very often (at all?). If you talk with her in the next week or so, ask her if she is planning to
host the usual suspects this year. Ask her to email me to confirm (or deny) the rumor.
Hope you all had a nice Easter!
Reply from Chris Hurt:
Jon:

I will ask Taylor to pass along any web sites he has put up. Becky also thought that the reunion would
be at Charlotte's. I will forward your e-mail to her and have her respond. Becky and I will help her get
ready, if she is going to host. We should also get info to the family via the family web site.
Looks like Andrew will be doing an internship in the Dallas area this summer. He will be collecting
data for his research project, and working with a HR firm there that (I believe he said) is developing a
new personnel program for the U.S. Navy. I think he will finish his M.S. in about another year.
Jarrod will work and may take a summer classes).
Nathan is a full fledged businessman now. He is doing lawn care and landscaping and has mushroomed
his accounts this spring. He has a fellow high school senior whose family is plugged into the local
business community and has helped him make valuable contacts. Plus, an equipment dealer where he
buys his equipment has taken a strong interest in his ventures and has given him a number of referrals.
We are trying to help him get through school and spring lawn work....a more than full plate for him
right now.....
Taylor is 15 and happy to be near the end of the freshman year... chris
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mar 4,2003 - Loistel Summerville
Re: 1890's Kansas 8th-Grade Passing Exam
Hi Dick,
Is my face red..I printed it out and took the test! I didn't even know what some of the words meant..I
would never have passed the 8th grade and maybe not even the fourth. THEY were smart!
Can you imagine some of the schools had thirty to fifty students? How did the teacher get to everyone
and teach all this?
Thanks for sharing
Loistel
--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --Replying to:
The following is attributed to Mary Hoagland, and was forwarded via Email. Thought it might
be an interesting read:
Remember when our grandparents, great-grandparents, and such stated that they
only had an 8th grade education?
Well, check this out. Could any of us have passed the 8th grade in 1895?

This is the eigth-grade final exam from 1895 in Salina, KS. It was take from
the original document on file at the Smokey Valley Genealogical Society and
Library in Salina, KS, and reprinted by the Salina Journal.

8th Grade Final Exam
Salina, KS -1895

Grammar (Time, one hour)

1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters.
2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no Modifications.
3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph.
4. What are the Principle Parts of a verb? Give principle Parts of lie, lay and run.
5. Define Case, Illustrate each Case.
6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for principle marks of Punctuation.
7. Write a composition of about 150 words and show therein that you understand
the practical use of the rules of grammar.

Arithmetic (Time, 1.25 hours)

1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic.
2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long, and 3 ft. wide. How many bushels
of wheat will it hold?
3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 lbs., what is it worth at 50cts/bushel,

deducting 1050 lbs. for tare?
4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the necessary levy to
carry on a school 7 months at $50 per month, and have $104 for incidentals?
5. Find cost of 6720 lbs. coal at $6.00 per ton.
6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 7 percent.
7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide and 16 ft. long at $20 per meter?
8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10 percent.
9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the distance around
which is 640 rods?
10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt.

U.S. History (Time, 45 minutes)

1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is divided.
2. Give an account of the discovery of America by Columbus.
3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War.
4. Show the territorial growth of the United States.
5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas.
6. Describe three of the most prominent battles of the Rebellion.
7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and Howe?
8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, 1865.

Orthography (Time, one hour)

1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, phonetic, orthography,

etymology, syllabication?
2. What are elementary sounds? How classified?
3. What are the following, and give examples of each: Trigraph, subvocals,
diphthong, cognate letters, linguals?
4. Give four substitutes for caret 'u'.
5. Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e.' Name two exceptions under each rule.
6. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. Illustrate each.
7. Define the following prefixes and use in connection with a word: bi,dis,
mis, pre, semi, post, non, inter, mono, sup
8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the following, and name the
sign that indicates the sound: card, ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood,
fare, last.
9. Use the following correctly in sentences: cite, site, sight, fane, fain,
feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, raise, rays.
10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronunciation by use
of diacritical marks and by syllabication.

Geography (Time, one hour)

1. What is climate? Upon what does climate depend?
2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in Kansas?
3. Of what use are rivers? Of what use is the ocean?
4. Describe the mountains of North America..
5. Name and describe the following: Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla,

Yukon, St. Helena, Juan Fernandez, Aspinwall and Orinoco.
6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the U.S..
7. Name all the republics of Europe and give the capital of each.
8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude?
9. Describe the process by which the water of the ocean returns to the sources
of rivers.
10. Describe the movements of the earth. Give the inclination of the earth.

Also notice that the exam took six hours to complete. Gives the saying "he
only had an 8th grade education" a whole new meaning, doesn't it?
----------- Reply -------------Mar 4, 2003 - Jon Wallace
Re: Re: 1890's Kansas 8th-Grade Passing Exam
I had to reply to Loistel's comment about the 1890's 8th grade test being much harder than a
comparable exam would be for 8th graders today.
At first glance the grammar and math and history sections seem very difficult. But in reality what you
are seeing is the difference a 100+ year cultural gap inserts in our sense of what is important in a basic
education.
Many immigrants learned English during their first 8 years in school. The memorization of rules of
tense, and parts of speech, and their conjugation, in short, natural english decomposition structures,
were considered the "right" way to engender good grammar and writing (and this is still true).
Unfortunately, in the late 1950's in America, the "Look-Say" teaching concept was introduced by our
teaching professionals as a better way to teach language and reading skills. That was followed in the
1980's by the "whole language" practicum. Now in the 2002, both these language practicums have
pretty much been debunked. But for almost 45 years they damaged the average student's language and
reading skills.
But I digress, if we had standard 8th grade passing exams today (and we should have them!), the
questions would look difficult to the best students of the 1890's. The contextual portions of today's
grammar, math, and history questions would confound them, just as their questions seem difficult to a
student of this century.
Further, I would venture that in two days I could mentor each of you to know the correct answers to
this exam. And believe me, many teachers of all era have taught their students the particulars of passing
"standard exams" simply by teaching them the answers for the class of questions on the standard exam.

Now, think about the flap that has arisen about standard exams that have significant cultural context
built into the questions being applied to diverse cultural groups (immigrant populations) these days.
The counter point to this critique as to why Juan doesn't do as good as Johnny on such an exam, is to
ask the question "Did Juan and Johnny have the same teaching curriculum?" If the answer is yes, then
they should on average do equally well. If the answer is no, then question to be ask is why did they
have different curricula if they attend school in the same education district.
Lots of thought provoking questions come from looking at our history (and historical documents).
(jww postscript – 1/2011 – did a little research on this 8th-grade passing exam post and it turns out that
according to internet resources it was a test for 8th Grade Instructor candidates – NOT for their
students!) Ref: www.truthorfiction.com/rumors/a/1895exam.htm . Gotta ALWAYS check your
sources guys!

Aug. 1866, W.D. Hopper, Clerk
Witnesses Examined: Charles T. Grimes, Jack Grimes, Jack Huffman
1866 Septr. 11th Bench warrant
Garrard Circuit Court
The Commonwealth of Kentucky Against Mitchell Hurt
The Grand Jury of Garrard County, in the name of and by the authority of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, accuses Mitchell Hurt Of the crime of shooting with intent to kill.
Committee as follows, viz; the said Mitchell Hurt did on the 6th day of August 1866, in the County

aforesaid; most awfully, wickidly, most viciously and feloniously shoot at and wound with intent to kill
one Jas. A. Arnold with a pistol loaded with leaden ball or other hard substance, of which wounding the
said Jas. A. Arnold did not then and there die.
Against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
(Signed) M.H. Owsley,
Attorney for the Commonwealth

-----------------------------------------Dec 18,2003 - Loistel Summerville
Holidays
Hello everyone
Wishing all of you a Merry Christmas and may the year of 2004 be a great one.
AND all of you start getting those recipes to me for next years cookbook. Remember if I don't have
recipes I can't make a cookbook. I've began to think no one has a good memory as I haven't received
the first one. Looking forward to the first one and I will put it here but only the firast one!
Going to Las Vegas in February and hope to miss some of Illinois snows. I really lucked out last year.
------------ Reply -------------Dec 19, 2003 - Jon Wallace
I will post a recipe here -- soon
I remember Loistel handing a recipe "template" out at the last reunion. Since I'm not very good at
keeping track of loose paper (and maybe that's true of some of the others reading this message too?), I'd
like to propose the option for individuals to place their recipe online in this message forum.
Loistel, if you could type in any special instructions you want followed (just go to your Recipes
message and select "reply"), then I'll respond with my Beer Bread recipe.
------------- Reply ------------Dec 19,2003 - Loistel Summerville

Re: I will post a recipe here -- soon
Jon
This is a great idea. There really isn't a template. Just the recipe , where you got it, whose favorite is it,
how you have changed it,something about the person who gave it to you, possibly a picture of it, a
biography of you and maybe one of the person who gave it to you, anything else you can think of AND
a picture of you.
This will be a family genealogy cookbook. Jan has even some Doris used. One was her potato salad,
she always used mashed potatoes to startit. That's why it was always so good.
------------- Reply -------------Jan 11, 2004 - Jon Wallace
Wallace's Beer Bread
Original Recipe by Jon Wallace
In the 80's I started using bread-makers a lot. I created the following recipe which has been used at
everthing from family get togethers to "tastes" at work (annual pot pourri's at Bell Labs). Its simple and
makes for delicious bread (especially if you use a bread-maker!)
Ingredients:
1 package yeast
2 cups flour
1 Tablespoon sugar
1 teasppon salt
1 Tablespoon butter
1 and 1/4 cups Guinness Stout at room temp
(important -- pour it out and let it go flat before
mixing).
Bake as you would any white-bread (Mmmh - the smell is pure Guinness and bread at the end).

